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This paper presents some of the issues related to worship in a multi 

ethnic church. The experiences and reflections are based on observation 

and participation at St Margaret’s Anglican Church and visits to 

churches in the Mt Roskill area. 

Biblical Basis:

· Jesus was born, baptized, ministered, crucified and resurrected in 

a multi ethnic, cultural and lingual context. 

· Jesus commissioned His followers go to the ethnos (nations) and 

to make followers. (Matthew 28: 16-20; Mark 16:15, Acts 1:8)

· The Holy Spirit was poured out in a multi ethnic, cultural and 

lingual context. (Acts 2)

· Peter, Paul and apostles ministered and made disciples among 

the nations of their known world.

· “After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that 

no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language 

standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb…” 

(Revelation 7:9, NIV) 

Worship:

· Worship is not one-way from either direction; it’s not just 

about what I give to God or what He gives to me. 

· Worship is an interaction, an exchange. 

· Worship is an expression of God’s love for us and of our 

love for Him.

· To develop worship statement or purpose including worship 

I would suggest that we consult 

(a) The Bible, 

(b) The cultural or ethnic context of your community, and 

(c) The historic tradition of your church. 

Challenges:

· Language barriers

· Different Christian worldview

· Life style

· Dress

· Style of Music

· Political correctness vs. Plain language

Issue 1: People:

· Indigenous Christian Faith

· Contextualised Christian Faith

· Western Christian Faith

· Non-Christians

· Keep the cultural background issues in mind. 

· It is advisable to those who are moving towards Multi 

Ethnic church, that dialogue is created between these 

groups. 

· As a host and majority culture, people would like embrace 

the host cultural practices. But it would be very helpful 

if we can celebrate multi ethnicity at least once a month.

· In this context many times enquirer’s, explorers and 

seekers of non-Christian faiths are left out? We get 

focused on our style and demonstration that we forget 

the ethnic and culture issues. 

Issues 2: The Importance the Bible:

· I Timothy 4:13

· Include both older and younger members to read

· Encourage people to bring their own Bible, in their own language

· Include Bible readings in different languages

· Project translation on the screen

· Assign portion of the Bible in advance for preparation

· Call on everyone to read a passage together

· If you use responsive readings, make sure everyone reads all the lines and not just portion for people, encourage them not to omit leader’s portion or lines

· Pastor, Church Leaders – remember that your role is to lead 

people to God and help them respond to Him 

· Psalm 119:105, 111

Issues 3: The Primacy of Prayer:

· The Western church has devoted more time to programmes, 

leaving less time for prayer. The more we excel in man’s 

technology, the less we know God’s power or dynamics.

· Is my personal prayer life corresponding with (equal to) 

the obligation I see God has given me to be light and salt 

in my world? 

· Is the prayer life of my church proportionate with (equal to) 

the obligation and vision God has given to us to reach our 

community and beyond with the gospel?

· Encourage people from different ethnic and lingual background 

to read a prayer or freely prayer in their own language. 

· We may not be able to understand what that person is 

praying but the prayers are not for us to listen but it is for 

God. 

· God knows that person and language which is being used in prayer.

Issues 4: The Priority of Preaching:

· II Timothy 3:16—4:4

· People come to church with expectant heart to hear a message 

from His Word.

· People in your multi ethnic congregation have come from a

variety of backgrounds and experiences.

· Worship is essentially a response to God’s Self-revelation to 

His people in Scripture. Therefore in the context of worship – 

preaching is God speaking to His people through His word.

· It is always helpful to teach:

· The biblical basis of styles of worship from the whole world.

· The concept of multi-cultural worship service being part of 

the glorious inheritance of any believer in Jesus.

· What is “foreign” or strange to us now can become second nature 

a month from now. 

· Your heritage/culture is just as precious as my heritage/culture.

· We can encounter the Living God in and through any human 

language.

Issues 5: The role of Music:

· The proper use can enhance and encourage true worship; 

misuse can hinder it.

· Assist people through the medium of music to encounter God

· We are not there just to sing and play songs

· We are not there to entertain or ‘perform’ for an audience; we are 

there to use everything to our disposal to glorify God and edify 

His people.

· Do not expect the worship style of other cultures to “conform” to 

what you are most “familiar with.”

· We should be able to learn and sing what God gave other 

people in the language and style in which the composer 

“heard it” from God.

· While it is natural that music does “cross boundaries” 

and get changed as humans of various cultures interact, 

there is little point in deciding that “Hillsongs” or 

“Vineyard” or “Hosanna Integrity” music is “praise and 

worship” music.

· Our goal should be to learn, sing and praise the way the 

music is experienced by a believer in the culture in which 

the music was composed or produced.

· We should be willing to preserve the authentic sound, 

movements and styles of any ethno cultural music or people.

· Encourage the people to preserve their particular 

instruments

· Purchase and study the instruments

· We can approach styles of movement the same 

way we approach styles of music

· Learn the music thoroughly before attempting to teach it to 

others. Most people will try a new song, if you give them ample time 

to learn and assimilate the new material. The mentality of “fast-food” 

(I want it hot and I want it now) is useless in the worship. 

There is no such thing as “instant gratification” while learning 

something new in God’s house.

· If Music text is in a foreign language, always check to 

see if your pronunciation is accurate. 

· Remember that sung texts can differ from the spoken texts. 

· When introducing a song in a foreign language, always teach the 

original language first. I have found that it’s actually easier 

to teach the original language, because the lyrics and music is 

one “unit” in your mind, and you will always associate the music 

with the true text. You can always print the transliterated text in 

your bulletin or data show / slides or transparency sheet or print 

a photocopied song book.

· Use a “sandwich” method when introducing a foreign text.

· Worship leader teaches text word by word, then phrase 

by phrase.

· Worship team sings the song through at least one stanza. 

This helps people to “hear the whole thing.”

· Congregation sings the text phrase by phrase, until the 

entire song is learned.

· Worship team and congregation sing the whole song through.

· This method is just as useful for introducing new songs in English. 

· Repeat the new song several times through the month, so that both music and text stick in the memory.

· Do not assume that the song is not “anointed” because the congregation couldn’t “get it right away.”

Conclusion: 

We are in an unprecedented period of church history. We can learn how to love Jesus in our own culture and everyone else’s, all within the space of a few hours. We can do this right down the street at our local church. We are blessed to be able to enjoy our multinational, multicultural, multiethnic and multilingual inheritance “in His Body” and we can worship the Living God. Some one has said, “In the Father’s House, we are all “locals” and there are no “outsiders”.

